: In a study
INTRODUCTION
Heptachlor is a major component of technical chlordane, which is an organochlorine insecticide and had been widely used to protect wooden structure from termites.1) Its use was increased up to 1986 when its import and sale were prohibited in Japan.
However, technical chlordane is still used in several countries in Southeast Asia. Environmental surveillance has revealed an accumulation of chlordane at high concentrations in soils and humans.2) Moreover, pesticide persists in the environment and humans3,4) for an extremely long time.
Chlordane has been detected in the blood of pest control operators3) in the blood from nonoccupationally exposed human subjects4) and in mothers' milk. 
